


Left: The spacious decks of historic Bookmen Lofts overlook the green urban plaza, one of the few in Minneapolis'
overheated downtown condominium market. Middle: A model of the complex shows the central plaza, the Stacks (top left),
the historic Lofts (top right), and the future restaurant (foreground). Right: A model of the plaza with its central allée.

Remarkably, the space feels both
intimate and expansive, a near-perfect
blend of private park and urban plaza.

The 9,000-square-foot plaza, designed by

the landscape architecture firm oslund.and.
assoc.(www.oaala.com), is one element in a
comprehensive city-block development that
also includes the five-story historic Bookmen
Lofts and the new eight-story Bookmen Stacks
condominium tower, both designed by James
Dayton Design. A unique amenity for Bookmen
residents, and soon for diners at an adjacent
Dayton-designed restaurant scheduled to

open in fall 2006, is that the crisply conceived
urban space doubles as the green roof of

a private, below-grade parking garage.

Drawing from the industrial feel of its environ-
ment and spare in both design and materials—
Tom Oslund’s aesthetic calling card—the plaza
is bisected by an allée connecting the Stacks’
main entryway with the future restaurant and
further carved into five sodded lawns of varying
dimensions. The lawns feature randomly placed
and variously sized circular islands contained
by Corten-steel frames, each planted with wild
plant material including ornamental grasses.
Willow trees anchored in square Corten planters
form two rows of three running parallel to the
allée. Remarkably, the space feels both intimate
and expansive, a near-perfect blend of private
park and urban plaza.
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“The design also creates an interesting visual
pattern when viewed from the residences above.”

—TOM OSLUND. LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT
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all under one roof!

green roof would offer fulure economic and
environmental advantages. “I immediately had

Albinson Reprographics and ProColor have

joined forces, combining color photographic an affinity for Steve because he was interested
and inkjet services with traditional reprographic in doing something meaningful with the
services to offer you a one stop printing shop. project,” says James Dayton, AIA.
Our areas of expertise now include: To ensure the plaza’s sustainability, Frenz
B ) worked with Mike Kelly of Rehbein Companies
ST : * Custom photo printing - Digital bond printing in Blaine to implement the aforementioned
* Film output + Small format B&W printing Muellner System. According to Kelly, who
* Processing + Color laser copies has partnered with Tom Oslund on numerous
SIWNTaWS * Mounting & laminating - Large format color printing projects, the grass in rooftop lawns needs a
. Scanning . On-site services 12-inch profile to achieve the proper air-to-

water ratio, one that allows the roots to grow
aggressively. Root growth, in turn, is greatly
Stop by the nearest Albinson's location and ask about our aided by proper growing matter and an
newly expanded line of services. environmentally sound and low-maintenance

irrigation and drainage system.
Pr°00000

- Digital creative services - EDMS services

The multi-layered Muellner System begins,

at bottom, with an EPDM liner that essentially
creates “a big bathtub out of the whole area,”
Kelly explains. Next is laid the Evaporative
Control System (ECS) liner, a system of
chambers that supplies adequate moisture

to the root system, negating the need for
sprinklers. In the self-irrigating Muellner
System, rainwater stored in subsurface
reservoirs soaks upward. The remaining layers
are two inches of crushed rock, 12 inches

of sand integrated with a reticulated foam
product, and sod.

The key to the Muellner System, however,

is Netlon Turfguard, a tough, flexible, extruded
mesh manufactured from polyethylene.
Thousands of these small interlocking mesh
elements create a dense, bird’s-nest-like
structure in the sand base. The grass’ roots
penetrate down through the mesh to form a
deep anchored root system. Netlon also allows

for enhanced water drainage and infiltration

for your interest in
. = roperties and makes the grass more durable
A I'C h ItECtU l’e M I n l'l ES Ota. Egaip:lsl the protrusion of lf:wn furniture or

general wear and tear.

Bookmen Plaza presents a strategic model for
urban design that is green in both senses of the
word. I’s also a classic example of how, when a
receptive and forward-thinking developer works
closely with architects and landscape architects
from the onset of a project, good things happen
in both the short and the long term. AMN

The Bookmen Stocks ond Lofts by James Dayton Design

will be feotured in the May/June Housing issue.
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